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From the President 

Dear FMA Chapter Members, 

Good day all! As we navigate the complexities of the government shutdown, I want to express my 

heartfelt appreciation for each of you. Your dedication and resilience truly shine through during these 

challenging times, and it’s a testament to the strength of our chapter. 

On a brighter note, we’ve had some fantastic moments recently! Our recent monthly meetings have been 

vibrant and full of energy, especially with Captain Lawrence Brandon joining us and bringing fresh 

perspectives. 

We also had a blast at our Annual Crab Feast in August, which was a wonderful change of pace and a 

great opportunity for camaraderie. And let’s not forget the inspiring change of command ceremony on 

August 8th, as we welcomed Rear Admiral “Hak”. These milestones are not just events but reflections of 

our chapter’s vibrant spirit. 

November’s Elections were exciting and thrilling, as current Chapter 3 VP Desiree Manley was 

challenged by Tarane Parker. In the end, Desiree Manley received the most votes and will remain the VP 

for the next two years! Also, Artisha Torrence, Chapter 3 Treasurer and longtime Board Member, 

conceded prior to the Election to allow Alicia Rodgers to become the next Trustee! Both Sabrina Peet 

(Recording Secretary) and Kelly Brownson (Treasurer) retained their positions by re-running unopposed. 

I’m also thrilled to share that our DFAS dues issues have been resolved, thanks to the diligent efforts of 

our payroll team. It’s a relief to have that behind us and to move forward smoothly. 

Looking ahead, we have our exciting Christmas party on December 13th to look forward to — a perfect 

opportunity to celebrate our achievements and enjoy each other’s company. 

And as we look to 2026, I am filled with optimism. Together, we will continue to grow, support one 

another, and make significant strides for our chapter and the broader FMA community.  

Thank you all for your unwavering commitment and enthusiasm. Let’s keep that positive momentum 

going! 

Warm regards, 

Jeris Smith 

Chapter 3 President, Federal Managers Association 

IT Specialist (Code 109.42) 

757-771-6673 (gov’t cell), 757-553-5211 (personal cell)



Federal Managers Association 

Advocating Excellence in Public Service 

The Federal Managers Association, established in 1913, is the oldest and largest association 

representing the interests of the 200,000 managers, supervisors and executives serving in today’s 

federal government. 

The Federal Managers Association is the only professional association advocating for all federal 

managers, supervisors and executives 

Your pay, retirement benefits, and job are being targeted. We fight to protect what you have 

earned. 

We advocate for legislation that helps our members by meeting with decision makers, 

testifying before Congress, briefing legislators, crafting legislation, and mobilizing our 

members to fight for good government policies. 

FMA provides members training for both grassroots action and general skills improvement, 

helping you become a stronger leader and creating opportunities for advancement. 

If you are not a member Look us up and 

become a member today: 

https://www.fedmanagers.org/

https://www.fedmanagers.org/


A Note from Steve 

Year-long patriotic observances planned for nation’s 250tht festivities: It 

will feel like July 4th during a historical year for the Navy and NNSY 
By Steve Milner 

Looking ahead, the Year 2026 will be a big one for the United States when it observes its 250th birthday. 

I got a head start recently when I visited the American Revolution War Museum in Yorktown, Virginia.  

More about this local historical jewel in a minute. 

But I’d also like to help the nation celebrate our beginnings in Colonial Philadelphia that also holds a 

special place for me; I grew up a couple of miles from Independence Hall, Betsy Ross’ House and a lot of 

other related landmarks, including Benjamin Franklin’s burial site.  

Back to Yorktown’s museum:  Located near its popular beachfront, the American Revolution War 

Museum features a wealth of displays and exhibits with easy-to-read copy blocks, eye-catching photos, 

nostalgic items of that period and many hands-on interactive offerings. 

Before I talk about various displays, let me mention that this place has one of the largest and diversified 

gift shops I’ve ever seen at a museum.  Visitors should be able to find something he or she likes—from 

Patrick Henry socks to a very large collection of books about the American Revolution. 

Chesapeake residents will be glad the successful Battle of Great Bridge is explained in a descriptive 

display.  You’ll recall the colonists fought the mighty British army early in our Revolution—prior to the 

founding of America—with the foreign power having more than 100 killed or wounded, while the 

colonists suffered one person injured. 

Gun enthusiasts will relate to arms of the Revolutionary period, from muskets and pistols to swords. 

And while the American revolution was mainly fought on land, there were notable sea battles, including 

when Privateers aided the primitive Colonial Navy with the help of the French.  John Paul Jones emerged 

as a hero in the American Navy which, surprisingly, captured the British warship, HMS Serapis, during 

the Battle of Flam borough Head on September 23, 1779. 

His famous quote during this battle was “I have not yet begun to fight.”  His ship, Bon Homme Richard 

was heavily damaged when the British commander of HMS Serapis asked him if he was ready to 

surrender his ship.  Jones’ comment became a rallying cry during this war and to modern times. 

I’d recommend that you take a few minutes at the start of your visit and watch a brief and, in my opinion, 

an excellent auditorium film that notes the way the American Revolutionary War began and sets the scene 

for what you’ll see in the museum galleries. 



The American Revolution War Museum is located along the York River, a short distance from the 

Coleman Bridge and the town’s main area. 

The American Revolution War Museum 

This museum has a well-stocked gift shop featuring Revolutionary War memorabilia, including related 

books, engraved coffee mugs and the usual souvenir items one finds in attractions. And even has socks 

with patriot Patrick Henry’s image printed on them along with his famous quote, “But as for me, give me 

liberty or give me death.”  



The Flag of the Continental Navy, also known as the Gadsden Flag, still is an attention-getter these days. 

This display explains the Colonists’ successful Battle of Great Bridge fought in Chesapeake, Virginia, on 

December 9, 1775. For more information and descriptive exhibits about this battle, which forced Lord 

Dunmore, the British governor of Virginia, and his troops to eventually leave Virginia, you may visit the 

Great Bridge Battlefield and Waterway Museum.) 



Colonists used these weapons’ counterparts during the Revolutionary War. 

British loyalist F. Sanderson produced this still as part of his tin-and copper-making business, first in 

Pennsylvania and later in Maryland.  After the Revolution he was condemned for treason and fined for his 

unpatriotic stand. 

For those who prefer to park in the free-of-charge in Yorktown’s waterfront garage, the community offers 

a free trolley ride that includes a stop at the American Revolution War Museum.  During 2025, this trolley 

runs from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, and from November 21 through December 21, on Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. There’s also plenty of vehicle parking at the museum. 

This trolley also stops at Yorktown’s Victory monument. 

Plan to spend at least an hour touring the museum; Longer would be better. 

Admission to this museum is as follows:  General admission to the American Revolution Museum is $18 

for ages13 and over and $12 for ages 6 to 12.  York County residents are admitted free of charge with 

related residence identification. 

For additional information you may call the museum at (757) 847-3156. 

Steve Milner 

Past PAO NNSY 
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